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[0011] 

[Embodiment of the invention] Fig. 1 to Fig. 3 show 
an operating apparatus of on-board equipment as 
embodiments of the invention. The operating apparatus 
of on-board equipment is used for input operation and 
information display of a plurality of on-board equipment , 
and the operating apparatus is arranged over a steering 
wheel 1 and an instrument panel 2 of a vehicle. Now, in 
the instrument panel 2, an indicator panel 3 is disposed 
in a position opposed to a driver's seat and the steering 
wheel 1 , and a display 4 is installed in the indicator 
panel 3, and drive information equipment 6 such as a speed 
meter is disposed in a central part 201 of a vehicle body 
and on a side of console 5 connected to a lower part of 
the central part of the vehicle body. 

[0012] The display 4 on the instrument panel 2 is 

displaying means of input operation images such as an 
operation mode image 13 and a navigation image which are 
to be described later, and a touch panel 7 is disposed 
in an intermediate part of a visual area linking the 
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display 4 and a viewpoint (eye point) A of a driver. 
Further, a steering angle G of the steering wheel 1 In 
this setting Is held at zero (In a state shown by solid 
lines In Fig. 2). As shown In Fig. 3, a switching 
Input-side controller (hereinafter simply described as 
input-side controller) 8 which is controlling means for 
practicing switching control of a touch panel 7, is 
connected to the touch panel 7, and a display/load 
controller 9 which is controlling means, is connected 
to the display 4, and these input side controller 8 and 
display/load controller 9 are connected to each other 
with a signal line 11 through which signals are 
communicated. Accordingly, after-mentioned input 
operation information output from the input-side 
controller 8 is adapted to be input in the display/load 
controller 9, whereby the Information for operation can 
be outputted to the on-board equipment. 
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(54) OPERATION DEVICE FOR ON-VEHICLE EQUIPMENT 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an operation 
device for on-vehicle equipment with excellent input 
operability though an input operation for an on-vehicle 
equipment operation system during driving is 
suppressed. 

SOLUTION: This operation device has a steering wheel 1 
steering a vehicle; a display 4 displaying an operation {^$ — 
mode image (an operation image) 1 3 of the on-vehicle 
equipment disposed in an opposite part to the steering 
wheel 1 on an instrument panel 2 of the vehicle; a touch 
panel 7 disposed on the steering wheel 1, composing a 
translucent window 16 which allows a driver to see the 
operation mode image (the operation image) 1 3 and to 
execute the input operation by touch; and a display/load 
controller (a control means) 9 sending an operation 
output to the on-vehicle equipment by the input 
operation of the touch panel 7 only when the steering 
wheel 1 is held in or near a rectilinear position. 
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